  THE TOWER OF MADLINE

They say love never dies…only people do… But love lives even after death. Romeo and Juliet died, but they kept living in our hearts and minds. And their love is remembered… 

                        But, there’s another story…  

Tragedy that happened centuries ago and miles away. Nobody remembers that story. Nobody was there to see the tragedy…

There were only silent whisperers that moved in the shadow of the night, always traveling with their daggers hidden under their insignificant clothes. They had dangerously dark eyes full of fire inside, they always moved alone and kept their faces in dark… wherever they went curses were following them in steps, making their appearance look even more frightening. Nobody knew their names… nobody ever asked… “Nameless shadows”, they called them, and everybody was afraid of the witchcrafts they might brought with them. They moved and lived in the shadow for hundreds of years, until, one English bishop order their execution. When the solders caught them, they were accused of hereses. After, they were all burnt at the stake precisely at twelve o’clock on the square of Sion… they were screaming for hours, burning, but not dying. Some of the town-inhabitants were scared to death and ran away from the town telling local villagers everything. When they came to the city, everything was burned and empty. It seamed that everybody were dead, but there were no bodies… the whole city was empty. When they got to the Sion square, the fire was still burning. But there were no shadows. All thirteen of them disappeared… they buried the town and newer spoke about it again. It all happened at twelve o’clock    on Friday 13th…      
There were three noble families living and ruling the great kingdom of Belin. They were the Nicolette’s, Basil’s and Cirion’s. Those years were the brightest moments in the history of Belin but the most darkest for the there ruling families. The Basil family had a son, Aaron, as old as Nicolette’s daughter Scarlett, but the Cirion family had no heirs. The king of Belin was now in a deep agonie of death, so he should be replaced. Of course, Aaron would be a new king married with his cousin Scarlett from Nicolette’s.
Aaron had two brothers: Abbott and Cedric, and lovely three sisters: Odette, Rosalind and Carmen. Scarlett only had one younger sister Jocelyn who should marry one of Aaron’s brothers to preserve bonds between the two families. The Cirion family had no heir, so they tried to sabotage Aaron in any way, trying to prevent him to become the new king of Balin. But, Aaron was in love with Scarlett’s younger sister Jocelyn. They kept their relation in secret, because Jocelyn couldn’t marry Aaron. As an older sister, Scarlett must be married first and to the heir of the throne. Belin was a great kingdom, the biggest at that time, so there were strict orders from the king, and not obeying them was punished with death. Aaron and Jocelyn kept seeing under The Tower of Madline, the biggest tower in Belin. It was their hiding place for months where they met every day at six o’clock in the evening. It was a neverending love between the two people who became inseparable…   Aaron was a handsome young man, tall and proud, raised to be a great king one day. Jocelyn was the most beautiful girl of Belin, so both Aaron’s sisters and Scarlett hated her. Their parents were strict and cold to them obsessed with their money and gold…. They both had no childhood, living their young lives in family castle, studying literary, language and music. Aaron was a great singer, so he would spend his time writing and singing love poems to his beloved Jocelyn. Day’s passed, and their love was growing bigger and bigger, every moment they have been together. They loved to watch sun sets into the ocean from The Tower of Madline and ride together through the Godlerian forrest. It seamed it was actually made out of gold in cold autumn nights when they lied on the grass looking shiny stars above them. They loved cold, running streams of the Green Valley, ancient walls of Tybalt and colorful butterflies near the palace’s garden. But they always loved to sit on the top of The Tower of Madline just talking about everything, while the wind was gently moving the leaves on the highest trees. For them, love was a neverending story filled with passion, feelings and trust… On the other hand, families were concerned about Aaron and Jocelyn, because they disappeared from the palace two hours ago and nobody has found them yet. They started a search. Aaron’s family went on east, Jocelyn’s on west, Cirion’s on south, and servants looked for them on north... Aaron and Jocelyn noticed it was too late, and staying here any longer was dangerous. They went to The Tower of Madeline for their horses and last goodbye until tomorrow… Jocelyn told Aaron she can’t live like this any more, living her love in episodes and parts. Aaron knew very well how she was feeling, because he felt the same. They decided to run away together, tomorrow at six o’clock. As a proof of his love to Jocelyn he gave up his inheritance, and Jocelyn, she asked him let her not be a Nicolette. Both surprised by their great love, they decided to get married. They had no Friar to marry them, so they promised each other eternal love in front of the God and, as their witness of marriage, they took The Tower of Madline. He gave her a ring of his family to bond her with him, and she gave him a scarf which she rapped around his neck to prove her loyalty to him. The Sun already vanished into the deep, blue ocean and it was   getting late…

The family wanted to give up their search, but then one of the servants said he saw Jocelyn’s necklace she might have lost… The Cirion’s were heading towards The Tower of Madline. When they saw Jocelyn’s horse next to the Aaron’s they hided in a bush and saw Aaron and Jocelyn kissing each other. They knew that man kissing a woman ment they were married, so they silently went to the place where they 
have told everybody what they have heard. They were thinking of a punishment for them, because they couldn’t stand all that disgrace to the family name. When Aaron and Jocelyn finally came back home everybody was acting like nothing has happened. They remain silent, but in their dark, cold harts, there was a great anger and hateness.
They met under The Tower of Madline at six o’clock as always. But they did not notice evil voices in the bushes, where families waited for them. Everybody wanted to stop this disgrace and get rid of those two lovers.

Not noticing their family in the bushes, Aaron and Jocelyn were getting ready to leave the kingdom of Belin. Hearing that, Aaron’s father jumped out of the bushes directing his sword to Jocelyn. Aaron immediately attacked his father telling Jocelyn to run away. While she was galloping throw the Goldberian forrest, servants caught Jocelyn and took her to the palace by force. Outnumbered, Aaron escaped on his horse heart-broken because of family treacherous act. He went to the place they should meet, calling her name and shouting threw tears…But, she wasn’t there... He went back to The Tower of Madeline where he found bloody ring he gave to her when they married, rapped around her lock of hair. It was all bloody and dirty…

He knew he had nothing to lose, so he went to the family palace holding a sword in his hand…

The Cirions already set down an ambush waiting for him, and the rest of the family were secretly taking Jocelyn to the place they have married – The Tower of Madline, because the marriage can be broken only where it was made.
Aaron fought the palaces servants shouting Jocelyn’s name not knowing were she was. The Cirion’s stopped laughing when they saw Aaron killing the last servant that guarded the palaces door. They were afraid of Aarons bloody blade and they were fearful of his revenge, so they ran away on their horses to The Tower of Madline. Aaron saw them running to the Tower, so he followed them. When he heard Jocelyn’s scream, it was too late… She was crucified at The Tower of Madline when Aaron got there. He kissed her cold body on his knees, crying bitter tears and cursing the life.
While shouting of pain, Nicolette’s, Basil’s, Cirin’s and some of the servants surrounded him with their swords on Aaron neck. He turned to them, only with anger in his heart, he cured all thirteen of them by the worst wards he could remember of. Then, he closed his eyes ready to meet his beloved Jocelyn in front of the heaven’s door. 

The family killed him that moment, under The Tower of Madline where they have burned their bodies. When the king died next day, there wore no heirs to the throne, so Abbot, Aarons younger brother, become a king. In a few months the kingdom of Balin, once great and powerful was conquered by the “Estern people”. The family was exiled from the kingdom, condemned to wander around the world, cursed and immortal, so they couldn’t sleep because of the shadow that was constantly following them. The thirteen of them nameless shadows, kept wandering, knowing they will burn if they ever go to Sun’s light again…
The conquered kingdom of Belin was now renamed, but it remained cursed. The families who lived there now, Capulet’s and Montage’s couldn’t get rid of the course that was following the palace they lived…

                         This tragedy stayed forgotten…

History became a legend, legend became a myth and things that shouldn’t be forgotten, were. You can believe in this tragedy, and you don’t have to…but it really happened centuries ago, at this right spot where are you now…

And The Tower of Madeline still stands today as a witness of a great love and great betray between the three noble                                                                                                       
                                      families…                                                                                                                              
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